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Gladstone was, as usual, in earnest, and proposed isso.
through Lord Granville that the European fleet
should sequester the customs dues at Smyrna until
the Sultan gave way.    Russia and Italy assented
to this proposal; France hesitated, being more con-
cerned for Greece than for Montenegro ; Germany
and Austria were hostile.    By a strange and happy The
chance the Sultan heard what England had advised, Sf
not what Europe had answered, with the result
that he suddenly conceded Dulcigno, and Dervish oct 12.
Pasha  formally  surrendered the   district   to   the
Prince  of the Black  Mountain.     The fleet dis- NOV. 25.
persed on the 5th of December, the Porte having,
as Mr.  Gladstone  said, yielded " not to a threat
of coercion from Europe, but to the knowledge
that Great Britain had asked Europe to coerce.'1

A country nearer than Montenegro, and not
amenable to the Concert of Europe, was meanwhile
taxing and exhausting the resources of the Govern-
ment. Ireland could not complain that her interests
were neglected by the Government or by the
House. The Queen's Speech indeed promised no
Irish legislation, though it announced that the Act May 20.
of 1875 "in abridgment of liberty/'which expired
on the 1st of June, would not be renewed. To
adverse criticisms upon this policy there was the
obvious retort that Lord Beaconsfield might have
renewed the Act before dissolving Parliament.
The complaints of Irish Members that nothing
definite was said about Irish land were less easy
to answer. So dire was the distress in that country
that Mr. Forster found it necessary to extend the
statute passed by his predecessors, and to grant
another three-quarters of a million from the surplus
of the Irish Church for loans to landlords, out-door
relief, and fishery piers. This Bill met with no
opposition, and passed without difficulty. But it
did not satisfy the Land League, nor deal with the